
Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership – Achievements January –December 2012 Achievements 

 

January – March 2012 

This quarter 138 events were held by the partners of the Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership.  These events 
attracted 1237 adults and 1031 children. These events included planting an orchard in Mayow Park in which 
the Friends planted 6 apple, 3 pear and 2 plum trees with the help of the London Orchard Project. 

Two Scouts joined the Friends of Downham Woodland Walk on one of their volunteer work days, so that 
they could work towards their Community badge. 

The Friends of Devonshire Road built a Green Oak Shelter - that has already been put in to use!  Lewisham's 
river enhancements have been chosen as one of 41 projects championed by the European Commission to 
celebrate the 3500 schemes supported by them over the last 20 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April – June 2012 

Marbled White  & Ringlet butterflies seen in Brockley and Ladywell Cemetery. 

Survey shows more than 40,000 people a year are enjoying Ladywell Fields new river habitats than in 2010. 

Bumper year for Lesser Stag Beetle. 

Lewisham wins 14Green Flag Awards & 6 Green Flag Community Awards for its Parks and Nature Reserves, 
this includes two new sites, Albion Millennium Green and Sydenham Gardens. 

Sparrowhawks fledging in Brockley and Ladywell Cemetery & a live Hedgehog witnessed in Forest Hill. 

Recent survey shows that 80% more people know about the Waterlink Way than in 2008. However, 
extensive and consistent vandalism to in-channel river enhancements at River Pool Linear Park is a big 
disappointment to conservation volunteers, wildlife charities and the Local Authority. 

July – September 2012 

The biodiversity partnership has run 186 events engaging 3140 adults and 4153 children in the last 3 
months. 

There have been numerous reports and sighting of endangered Hedgehogs  in Green spaces between 
Forest Hill & Honor Oak Park. 

The 1st SE London record for the Scarce emerald damselfly [Red Data Book ‘near threatened’ species] 
identified on Blackheath. 

New river naturalisation project for Lewisham made possible by £10,000 bequest from the late Ken White 
who was a local historian and friend of Lewisham nature reserves. 

Birds of prey seem to be in abundance in Lewisham; Hobby, Kestrel, Sparrow hawks, Buzzard & Tawny owl 
sightings have all been reported 

October – December 2012 

The biodiversity partnership has run 156 events engaging 1383 adults and 2273 children, including river 
wades, pond dipping, nature walks and life cycles. 

The illusive & arguably the smallest UK bird, the Firecrest spotted on the Lewisham/Southwark border at 
Sydenham Hill.  

A 2012 MORI resident satisfaction survey shows highest level of satisfaction of all Council Services for 
Lewisham’s Parks and Open Spaces - 89%. 

The Community Engagement and Park’s Improvement Strategy Officer for Beckenham Place Park post is 
under threat, the Mayor to decide on 13th February 2013 whether to delete the position. 



3RiversCleanUp partnership announce that this festival, in its fifth year, will be running for 3 weeks from 
the 17th June until the 7th July 2013.  ~follow them on twitter @3rcu #3rcu Photos of previous years 
activities can be seen here. 

1st record of the invasive Asian clam discovered in Deptford Creek & Steatoda nobilis commonly known as 
the false widow spider found at Devonshire Road nature Reserve. 

In 2012 the biodiversity partnership ran a total of 596 events engaging 6713 adults and 8322 children.  This 
is a fantastic achievement and great credit goes to everyone involved. 

 


