
Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership – Achievements January –December 2020 Achievements 

January – March 2020 

Unfortunately due to COVID restrictions and a change of Management we did not have meeting for the 
first part of 2020. Many events were cancelled from the middle of March due to the national lock down nd 
so we did not have a lot to report. 

April – June 2020 

Between April-June 2020, the UK’s lockdown was still in force and we were still unable to facilitate many 
events. Under the lockdown regulations people were still able to get out an about. It was really great to 
hear that our partners managed to keep in contact with nature by going on walks, picking litter, pulling 
Himalayan Balsam or even pickling walnuts! We also noticed that there was an increase in slow worm, 
swift and raptor (hobby, peregrine, kestrel and even red kite) sightings which is great news. We asked 
people to send in their wildlife sightings. We did also manage to create some highlights! 

Mayor and Cabinet approved Lewisham’s Parks and Open Spaces Strategy 2020-25 (attached). 

Wisdom of Surgeons or Herb Sophia appeared again on Sue Godfrey Nature Park this year – last spotted 
there over 25 years ago (photo on Twitter)! 

 

Emperor dragonfly laying eggs ©Nick Baelz 

Mandarin Ducks and Little Grebes were enjoying the lake in Beckenham Place Park along with many 
dragonflies and damselflies (photo of an Emperor Dragonfly, courtesy of Nick Baelz). 

Cuckoo flowers were back in Mayor Park Orchard and Glendale delayed mowing till after seeds have set. 



 

Nuthatch at Nestbox © Tom Moulton 

Nuthatches were nesting for the first time in Hilly Fields (photo attached, courtesy of Tom Moulton). 

July – September 2020 

Slowly, very slowy events started up again, it was great to be back working in lewisham’s parks, nature 
reserves and open spaces again. 

Kenneth White Legacy Award will fund the creation/improvement of two ponds, creation of two wildlife 
areas at allotments, 24 bird boxes, 6 bat boxes, 1 hedgehog house and 8 insect hotels! 

Mayor and Cabinet approved the declaration of Grove Park Nature Reserve as a statutory Local Nature 
Reserve      

Fourth Reserve was visited by Kabir Khan - Youth Ambassador for RSPB who was impressed with the site 
and advised of ideas for increasing biodiversity 

Friends of Garthorne Road Nature Reserve organised a very successful bake-off event 

The partnership still managed 61 events engaging 519 adults and 90 children. 

 

 

 



October – December 2020 

The country went in into a second lockdown and so once again many of our events were cancelled. A few 
events were able to take place, under strict COVID-19 guidance of course and our partners held 95 events 
and engaged over 500 people.  

Lewisham became 2nd at the annual Good Parks for London evaluation, an assessment of London 
boroughs’ park service against ten criteria. Lewisham scored highest for collaboration with local groups 
such as the Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership. Thank you again for all your work and support, we couldn’t 
have achieved this result without you. 

A buzzard was captured on video feeding in Devonshire Road Nature Reserve (photo by Nigel Kersey). 

 

Brown argus was recorded in Sue Godfrey Nature Park for the first time (photo by Nick Bertrand). 

Eels were found in the tray for the first time since the start of the Ravensbourne Riverfly Monitoring 
scheme in 2016 (video on Facebook). 

The Horniman Museum’s Bee Garden won the Bees Needs Champions Award (photo from the Museum’s 
website). 

 

 

 


