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The Previous 10-Year Partnership by Molly Hingston
Glendale’s partnership with the London Borough of Lewisham has attracted
national recognition for putting parks and open spaces at the heart of local
communities. A unique combination of proven green expertise, investment,
innovation and accountability successfully met the challenge to revitalise
Lewisham’s green spaces. The following highlights some of the achievements and
successes of the previous 10-year partnership;

2000
In the year 2000, the partnership between the Borough of Lewisham and Glendale
began by a unique private finance initiative investment scheme. Over a three-year
period Lewisham received a £1.5m investment from Glendale to finance
improvements to parks and green spaces. One of the projects included a £340,000
investment at Chinbrook Meadows to develop the sports pavilion, playground and
cricket pitch.

GREEN SPIRIT
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2001

‘Pistachios in the Park ‘at Manor
House Gardens

The following year, 2001, Lewisham was awarded the
‘London in Bloom’ award for the ‘Most improved
Borough’. The first ever catering facility in the parks
opened at Manor House Gardens. Investments were
also made in other parks across the Borough; from
footpaths to fencing, park signs to toilets and bridges
to paddling pools.

2002
A section of the River
Quaggy was returned to its
natural state in 2002 as part
of a £1.2m regeneration
project of Chinbrook
Meadows. The scheme was
the culmination of an
innovative partnership
between Groundwork,
London Borough of Lewisham, Environment Agency and
Glendale. A bedding memorial was created in Deptford Park to celebrate the
Queen’s Jubilee.

2003
2003 saw the first Lewisham Walking Festival and
the first Farmers’ Market which was held in Manor
House Gardens. Lewisham Contract was also
awarded the ‘Best London Borough’ in the ‘London
in Bloom’ competition and entered into ‘Britain in
Bloom’.

Farmers’ Market at Manor House
Gardens

2004
A successful apprenticeship scheme was launched in
2004. Telegraph Hill Park was awarded Heritage Lottery
Funding and major restoration works commenced this
year.
continued on page 7

Three Rivers’ Clean-up by Lara Al-Jabi
The Three Rivers Clean-up annual event is a partnership between a number of organisations to deliver a
programme of volunteering opportunities throughout the Ravensbourne and its tributaries, the Pool and Quaggy,
which flow though the South East London Boroughs of Lewisham,
Greenwich and Bromley. The aims of the event are to; manage Himalayan
Balsam, an invasive species, throughout the river catchment, learn about local
rivers and invasive species, increase ownership and cohesion between
communities and have good fun in our local parks and open spaces. The
organisations involved are Creekside Educational Trust, Environment
Agency, Glendale, Lewisham Council, London Wildlife Trust, Quaggy
Waterways Action Group and Thames 21. The events ran from the 28th May
Boris’s fall in River Pool Park in 2009
2011 until the 12th June 2011 and were held in various parks such as Ladywell
Fields, River Pool Linear Park and Riverview walk, Brookmill Park, Cornmill
Gardens, Manor Park and amongst other sites in Lewisham and also within Greenwich and Bromley Council
areas.
Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) is an invasive plant species that was introduced into Britain in 1839 as
an ornamental garden plant due to its attractive pink flowers. However it escaped from gardens and quickly
started to grow along our riverbanks where it thrives on damp ground. Himalayan Balsam changes the natural
characteristics of the riverside vegetation, which has further impacts on the wildlife in the area. It grows in dense
stands that suppress the growth of native grasses and other flora. In autumn, the plants die back, leaving the
banks bare of vegetation and vulnerable to erosion. By focusing on removing this invasive species, we aim to help
restore the rivers in the Ravensbourne system to a more natural state.
To check out pictures of the events, please visit the following link;

www.flickr.com/photos/3rcu
Thank you volunteers for all your work!

The future is bright for Lewisham's youth by Chris Roberts
The Lewisham contract recently started a Government funded project to train long-term unemployed in
conjunction with Lewisham Council. The scheme was originally started through a local Social Enterprise which
unfortunately went into administration. Lewisham Council approached Glendale to take on 25 trainees who
otherwise would not have completed the scheme. The criteria was that the trainees had to be less than 24 years
old and unemployed for a continuous period of 6 months or more. Lewisham has the highest level of youth
unemployment in the country, 35.8% of 16 to 24 year olds are out of work and without experience. Few have had
a chance to be selected for an interview. The Future Jobs Fund was designed to give them the experience and
skills to overcome this hurdle.
Twenty five trainees were taken on in September 2010 with a further 25 in October and another 25 in February
2011. They were allocated to one of 5 depots at Lewisham; Park Services at Blackheath and another 4 grounds
depots in Sydenham, Deptford, Mountsfield and Forster Park. Each trainee was given a six month contract and
received training in all aspects of the green industry from grass cutting and pruning to erecting fencing and bird
boxes. At the end of the scheme, the trainees benefit from the experience and skills gained along with a QCF level
2 qualification in Horticulture (equivalent to a NVQ level 2). The advantage for the company is that when a
position becomes available we have a pool of applicants that are 'tried and tested'.
Feedback from the trainees has been excellent and the majority wish to pursue grounds maintenance as a career.
Keen to expose the trainees to all aspects of the trade, we have involved them in community projects such as
erecting bird and bat boxes in Culverley Green, hedge planting in Horniman's triangle, riverbank maintenance in
Chinbrook meadows as well as the routine hedge trimming, leaf clearing and grass cutting tasks.
By the end of the scheme in August 2011, a total of 75 trainees would have passed through, each one in a stronger
position to gain employment and avoid the stigma of not having skills or experience when applying for jobs.
So there you have it, taking young unemployed people and giving them a chance. What could be more rewarding?
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Lewisham in Bloom 2010 by Lara Al-Jabi
Lewisham’s residents, schools, community groups and businesses celebrated another outstanding year of success
at Lewisham in Bloom Awards 2010. Judging took place during summer 2010 with the results announced at a
special awards ceremony at the Civic Suite on 2nd November 2010. The judging was carried out by supervisors
Gary O'Hara and John Linthwaite from Glendale Grounds Management, who manage the Borough’s green spaces
on behalf of the Council. The judges looked at design, cultivation, colour and combination of plants and foliage as
well as unique and unusual ideas employed by entrants to decide the winners.
Councillor Susan Wise, Cabinet Member for Customer Services, who presided over the ceremony, said: “I love
being involved in Lewisham in Bloom. Every year I’m left full of admiration at the commitment and enthusiasm of
Lewisham’s gardening community. Year after year they produce the most beautiful, creative and well-cared-for
designs.”
“This is the first time I have been involved and I was really impressed by the
high standard and the entrants enthusiasm and dedication to produce such
wonderful displays.” said John Linthwaite.
Gary O’hara commented that “I never cease to be amazed at the effort that
is made in making ordinary gardens into displays of such colour and
imagination.”
Winners of the first prize in each of the Lewisham in Bloom categories
were:
Best Wildlife Garden – Jonathan Tuchner, Telegraph Hill, SE14
Best Community Garden – Cinderford Way Garden, Downham, BR1
Best Business Premises – Hair Deco, Lee, SE12
Best Resident Planters – Maureen Loveridge, New Cross, SE14
Best Residential Large Front Garden – Mr & Mrs A L Board, Downham, BR1
Best Residential Small Front Garden – Ricky Young, Catford, SE6
Best School – Forest Hill Secondary School, SE23
Forest Hill was also awarded the Frank Mason Cup for “Best in Competition”.
In the Allotments category the winners were:
Best New Plotholder – Jenny Wiggins, Dacre Park Allotments, Lee
Best Wildlife Plot - Elaine Warrell, Dacre Park Allotments, Lee
Best Plot – Mr & Mrs Connor, Exford Road Allotments, Grove Park (for the second year running)
Best Site – Trewsbury Road, Sydenham
Mayor’s Prize for Site Deserving Recognition – Knapmill Way, Bellingham

Page 3

G R EE N S P IRI T

Schools Sports League by Paul Harper

The Glendale-Lewisham Primary Schools Football League is now in its 10th year. Glendale sponsor the
competition with Paul Harper, Glendale Sports Development Officer, who originally set up the League and is
still organising it in partnership with Lewisham Schools FA.
The League has grown from around 30 teams to 60 plus teams entered over the past 3 years, The League now has
a year 6, 5 and year 4 league as well as a separate girls’ competition, each also have a Cup Knockout competition.
Last season there were over 650 competitive leagues and cup matches played plus friendly games. The League is
based at Blackheath where there are 8 pitches set out together. Teams play on a fortnightly basis during the
school terms. There are around 600 children taking part each year with up to 300 every week on site at
Blackheath.
The League promotes fair play and also encourages the learning rules and techniques, with teachers and coaches
from both teams guiding and teaching the players. It also has a great family atmosphere and enthusiastic
supporters and coaches.
The League has a finals day when top teams compete for the Cup and Championship trophies. There is also an
Awards evening hosted by a local primary school where the trophies and medals are handed out. The atmosphere
is electric !
The off shoot of the league is the Lewisham District Representative team. Since Paul Harper took on the job in
2003, the team has won over 20 trophies; winning National Regional competitions, Greater London and its
pinnacle was winning the England Schools Final at Wembley in 2008. There is also a Girls’ District team, which
has been successful regionally and is at the forefront of setting up more Girls’ District competitions.
We have many players who have progressed and have been signed by professional clubs including Chelsea,
Arsenal, Spurs, Stoke, Bolton to local teams such as Millwall, Crystal Palace and Charlton. Many of the girls are
at Charlton ladies and Millwall lionesses as well as one representing England. There are also many children who
have been given the opportunity to play for local Sunday league teams.
The League is a great olive branch for schools using it to improve the behaviour of many children within school
and promoting team play and ethics. It is a perfect model of sports development offering opportunities for all
players.
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Desmund Tutu Peace Garden by Molly Hingston
On Tuesday 14 July 2009, Archbishop Desmond Tutu officially opened the peace garden situated in Chinbrook
Meadows commemorating him as the father of peace and reconciliation. The archbishop is a South African
activist who rose to worldwide fame during the 1980’s. Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu lived in Grove Park
between 1972 and 1975 and was made a freeman of the Borough in 1990 to mark his links with Lewisham. The
peace garden, a tribute to his humanitarian peace work across the globe, is sited just 150 yards from his former
home.
The 60 minute ceremony included a speech from Terry
Waite CBE and Lewisham Mayor Sir Steve Bullock. The
ceremony also featured school children from five different
schools in the Borough and the Sozo Ministries Choir.
The idea of the Peace Garden came about because of a
British performer named Suzannah Clarke. She
discovered the Archbishop lived in her house in the 1970’s
and wanted to invite him back to the house to see how
the area had changed. Suzannah contacted the South
African Embassy and was amazed when the Archbishop
accepted her invitation. Suzannah then decided to build
him a commemorative peace garden which was going to
originally be in her back garden. She then got offered, by
Lewisham Council, to build the peace garden in the park.
The Chinbrook Meadows Peace Garden was designed by
presenter and award-winning gardener Chris Beardshaw and
took six weeks to
complete. He admits “
We aimed to create a
model garden that could
be developed further
over the years to come.”
Glendal e Grou nds
M a n a g e m e n t
transported the peace
garden from the Chelsea
Flower Show and
erected and planted the Desmond Tutu and the Mayor of Lewisham at
the ceremony.
garden in Chinbrook
Meadows.
Desmond Tutu, Terry White and the Mayor of Lewisham thanked Glendale staff members that were involved in
the project; Carl Higgins, Dave Chappel, Mark Bowerbank and Alan Pampling for their meticulous and
professional work. Carl Higgins commented “ It was a pleasure working on this project alongside Chris
Beardshaw and seeing it all come together.”
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Park Events, Cafés and fundraising by Judith Simmons
2010
2010 has been another fantastic year of events throughout Lewisham Borough such as; Spot the fun, Zippo’s
Circus, The London Marathon, Under 5s’ Fun day, People’s Day, Family Fun Fairs, Farmers’ Markets, Tennis
Coaching, Community fun days, Power-pramming, Childminders Picnic, London Bubble Theatre, Picnic in the
Park, Pushy Mothers, film showings and many more!

2011
There are many events planned for this year, so we are expecting it to be another busy summer in the parks.
Events include:

Come along and join in the
fun!

Zippos Circus, Blackheath, 21st April-3rd May
Easter Weekend Funfair, Mountsfield Park, 22nd- 25th April
Royal Wedding Event, Manor House Gardens, 29th-1st May
Phoenix Community Housing Festival, Saturday 7th May
Traditional Funfair, Blackheath, 4th-5th June
Brockley Max, Hilly Fields, 4th June
Manor House Gardens Fun Day, 11th June
Culverley Green Open Day, 12th June
Hilly Fields Midsummer Fayre, 18th June
Chinbrook Meadows Playground Opening, 18th June
IRIE Dance Theatre Performance, Fordham Park, 18th June
All Saints Church Charity Fayre, Blackheath, 25th June
Bellingham Green Festival, 25th June
Pistachios Bike Ride, Manor House Gardens to Tottenham, 26th June
Blythe Hill Fields Festival, 2nd July
Kiwanis Bike Ride, Forster Park, 2nd July
Race for Life, Blackheath, 3rd July
Home Park Fun Day, 3rd July
People’s Day, Mountsfield Park, 9th July
Rushey Green Assembly Festival, London Squares, Catford, 16th July
Children’s Theatre Festival, Manor House Gardens, 16th-17th July

‘Spot the Fun’ and Funding
‘Spot the Fun’ will be running this Easter Half Term Holiday 11th—25th April from 12-4pm. Money has been
awarded from Downham and Whitefoot Ward Assemblies to provide free sport activities for children in Forster
Park and Beckenham Place Park. There are many different activities to choose from for any age including tennis,
football, basketball, hockey, rugby, pool and many more. So feel free to come along! If you would like any more
information then please get in touch. We are also hoping to gain some funding for a summer Spot the Fun
programme in the Sydenham Ward.
Chinbrook Meadows has been awarded £5000 from the Grove Park Assembly for a junior cricket pitch. If you
have any ideas of projects that you would like in your local park, then do not hesitate to get in touch

Cafés
Why not come and visit some of the park café’s in Lewisham! Parks with café’s include Chinbrook Meadows,
Ladywell Fields, Manor House Gardens, Horniman’s Triangle and Mountsfield Park. The cafes sell a variety of
hot and cold foods, snacks and drinks.
We are currently looking for a catering concession for a fixed café in two parks in the Lewisham Borough, which
are Forster Memorial Park and Manor Park. If you are interested, please contact me for more details. (Email:
Judith.Simmons@glendale-services.co.uk)
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The Previous 10-Year Partnership continued
2005
From March 2005, Glendale increased the number of sites with park keepers from 7 to 10, and
five of these sites also had an on-site gardener. Glendale and Lewisham also introduced a new
‘Park Security Patrol’ team that visits the parks and shares information with wardens,
neighbourhood safety teams, council enforcement departments and the police. In the same year, a
new water play area was installed in Sydenham Wells Park.

2006
In 2006, the Glendale infrastructure maintenance team rebuilt a tomb in St. Paul’s
churchyard, which had previously been broken for 15 years. Glendale also began
recycling litter in the 11 parks with on-site park keepers. In June 2006, Playsafe was
introduced into the Lewisham contract – a computerised inspection package for
playground inspections. Furthering the success of this
year, Lewisham came runner-up in the CABE Space Park
Force awards 2006. Glendale was also recognised for its
support of Lewisham’s Green Gym, which started in 2005,
in a national award ceremony organised by the
conservation charity British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV).

2007
The contract was awarded the Partnering Award at the Horticulture Week
Landscape and Amenity Awards. For the year of 2007,
lottery funding was secured for ‘Spot the Fun’ which is a
sports programme designed for children of all ages,
disabilities and ethnicities of the Borough. 2007 saw the
highest ratings in the parks satisfaction surveys with 67% of
residents rating them good to excellent which is above the
London average of 63%!

2008
Lewisham scooped nine Green Flag Awards in 2008. Among the
winners were Manor Park and Cornmill Gardens who both won
awards for the first time. In this year there were 570 litter bins in
Lewisham’s parks – an increase of 167 bins since 2000 plus 217 dog bins
were replaced or reinstated since 2000. The ‘Abolition of Slavery
Garden’ was also created in Telegraph Hill Lower Park. Nature’s Gym,
conservation volunteering programme, was launched in June and is a
partnership between Glendale and Lewisham Council.

2009
This year Lewisham parks were awarded 10 Green Flags, this meant that the
mayor’s target of 10 Green Flags for 2010 has been delivered a year early! The
Boroughs first on-site green waste recycling facility was piloted in Manor House
Gardens and a community garden was also been designed in Chinbrook
Meadows celebrating the work of Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Looking back on the success Glendale has developed over the past 10 years we can look
forward to what the next 10 years have to offer us and carry on enjoying our local parks
and green spaces.
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New playgrounds for Lewisham Parks by Chris Thompson
Five parks in Lewisham have won funding from the Government’s Playbuilder scheme, which is aimed
at promoting natural play for the age range of 8 – 13 years old.
Southend Park had a new playground and trim trail
built with playbuilder funding. Extensive public
consultation was undertaken with park users, local
residents, Phoenix Housing and the local scout groups
to choose the winning design.
Chinbrook Meadows, Mayow Park, Deptford Park
and Northbrook Park have also had money awarded to
them to construct new playgrounds. The main feature
in Mayow Park is an aerial cable slide and in
Chinbrook a large climbing net in a new sand pit,
built next to the existing playground. All projects
have been designed and administered by Groundwork
London and Glendale have delivered the construction
of both Mayow and Chinbrook projects. All work has
Chinbrook Meadows Playground under construction
been delivered by the Glendale staff based on the
Lewisham contract highlighting the expertise of a large number of staff along with assistance from the
Future Job Fund trainees.
Several of the projects are nearing completion, with Deptford and Northbrook Parks on-going, due to
having funding added to the project totals from other sources.

Manor Park’s refurbished building by Lara Al-Jabi
In 2010, Locality and Council funding allowed the renovation of
the building in Manor Park. The refurbished building will be an
indoor classroom for schools in the Borough, local community
room, café kiosk and Glendale staff office. The office will
accommodate the Events Co-ordinator, Nature Conservation
Officer, Sports Development Officer and the Bid Writer. The
building allows for male, female and disabled toilets for public
use during office hours. It will also provide an opportunity to
work towards holding a full-time café operation that will
encourage park usage and bring the community into the Park. It
can be used by the User Group as a space for community
activities and meetings.
The main part of the building will be used to set up a ‘Green Room’, promoting educational and
interactive activities for park users, local community and schools. This room will be used to run a
variety of environmental education programmes for primary and secondary schools close to Manor
Park. The learning experiences will be within the rich resource of Manor Park where programmes have
already taken place, e.g. pond dipping, river wading. Educational programmes will fully complement
the national curriculum. The building will also be used as a classroom to carry out training for staff,
predominantly horticultural and apprenticeship training.
The building aims to provide many benefits such as; improved use of the park building, a safer and
more welcoming park, educational resource for local users and schools, more staff presence in the park,
public toilets, positive use of funding and a sustainable building.
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Glendale, the largest operating division of Parkwood Holdings plc,
is a leading provider of green service solutions to the public and
private sector. Glendale entered in 1999 into a pioneering ten-year
ground maintenance contract in partnership with the London
Borough of Lewisham to maintain and manage more than 40 parks
and green spaces in Lewisham. In November 2009, Glendale were
awarded a new 10-year contract that commenced in March 2010.
Glendale offers a number of services such as park development and
maintenance, housing grounds management, sports pitch
maintenance, sports and events management, park ranger services,
conservation management, conservation volunteering and
environmental educational programmes for schools and the
community.

GLENDALE MANAGED
SERVICES
The Lodge, Mountsfield Park
Stainton Road, Catford
SE6 1AN
Phone: 020 8318 3986
Fax: 020 8852 5191
Email: lewisham@glendale-services.co.uk
Website: http://www.glendale-services.co.uk/

Glendale …...a deeper green

Editors: John Linthwaite and Lara Al-Jabi

Nature’s Gym-3rd Anniversary by Lara Al-Jabi
Nature’s Gym, a Lewisham and Glendale Managed Services Partnership, are celebrating 3 years of conservation
volunteering in the Borough. Nature’s Gym was launched on 5th June 2008, which coincided with Sustainability
Week and Volunteering Week. Nature’s Gym offers opportunities to improve the fitness of residents of the
Borough and other interested volunteers, by taking part in practical nature conservation activities in local parks
and nature reserves.
In the past 3 years, the volunteers have worked on various projects
such as; wildflower plug planting, hedge and tree planting;
building stag beetle loggeries, bug hotels, hibernaculum, paths, and
steps; willow coppicing; river wading and clearance of invasive
species; wildflower meadow maintenance; woodland maintenance
and many more. Nature’s Gym has transformed many parks and
nature reserves in the Borough to wildlife havens and has also
increased the aesthetic value of the space.

Nature’s Gym is free, fun and no experience is needed. The
work is done at the volunteer’s own pace. The sessions take
place every Thursday and once a month on a Saturday from 11
am - 2 pm, and cater for a range of abilities, with a variety of
tasks to carry out. Children under 16 are welcome, but should
be accompanied by an adult. Tools and refreshments are
provided for a mid-session tea break. Please contact us before
attending a session.
The Programme and more information on Nature’s Gym is
available on the Lewisham Council website at:
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/Environment/CleanerGreenerLewisham/NatureConservation/
ConservationEvents/
or
http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/

