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A Teachers Guide to Looking for Minibeasts

Children can learn about small invertebrates and habitats whilst exploring local green spaces. This is an excellent way of encouraging children to investigate the natural world and to enable them to use first hand experiences to find out more about the creatures in their local habitats.

In environmental learning, ‘minibeast’ tends to refers to small invertebrates such as worms, spiders, woodlice, flies and moths. Minibeasts can be found in a variety of habitats including parks, woodlands, hedgerows, flowerbeds and even the school field. They could be hiding in the leaf litter, under logs and stones, in long grass, in trees and bushes and in the soil. Minibeasts are a vital part of any ecosystem, providing essential food for a vast array of other minibeasts and animals.

NOTES FOR TEACHERS
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Many teachers and leaders feel unsure about taking children on trips outdoors. However, if planned properly this is a safe and rewarding activity.
Things to remember in advance:

· Arrange a site visit with the Nature Conservation Officer.
· Ensure that there are an appropriate ratio of supervising adults.
· Check any issues and/or concerns with the Nature 



Conservation Officer

· Ensure that the children who take part have appropriate clothing  for the weather conditions.
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Things to remember on the day:

· Ensure that the children listen to the safety instructions from the leader.

· Feel free to reiterate or add with your own H&S talk.

· Monitor the activity as it takes place to ensure that it continues to run safely.
· Make sure that the children handle the animals with care.
· Make sure that children wash their hands immediately after the activity and before eating or drinking.
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