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	Stage beetles emerge from the wood in May/June for the first time.  This is the best time to spot them. Notice that the circle border is open into the outside world, the only time when we see them. 

	
	The larvae hatch and are very hungry. They can spend 3 or more years underground feeding on the wood.

	
	The larvae now have a bigger head and have moulted for the first time. They do this because they have become too big for their head!

	
	After mating the female stag beetle will lay her eggs in some decaying wood. She may then lay some more eggs elsewhere.  However, when she has finished this she will die

	
	Eventually the larva gets fat enough and are about the size of a grown-ups thumb. It has become more creamy in colour

	
	The grown up male emerges from the pupa and is now called an imago. It will wait until the following year for the weather to warm up before it emerges

	
	Female stag beetles look & behave differently to males, they are smaller and have smaller pincers

	
	Male stag beetles flies out for the first time to find a mate. They will even fight each other to win her! This is the best time to spot them mating, or fighting. 

	
	They have moulted for the second time to make room for their bigger heads! It just continues to eat!! It needs to make sure it has enough fat to keep it alive in its adult stage.

	
	The larva once in the soil makes a nice compact chamber & undergoes a complete change, this is called metamorphosis. This change takes 3-4 weeks, which is a very short period of time in the life cycle of a stage beetle. During this resting stage it cannot move or feed itself and is now called a pupa.
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Look at the diagram above and place the number in the box by the correct description of what is happening
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